Summary

The research aims at identifying the social, environmental, and water aspects the impact of the separation wall on Al-Ram and Dhaheyat Al-Bareed residents. The assumption, on which the study was based, is that the Israeli policy to build the separation wall on the municipality borders of Jerusalem will highly affect the social networking of Palestinians in the two areas. In addition to that, building the wall contributed in killing the national and cultural identity of Palestinians in Jerusalem.  Moreover, building the wall will return with great damage on the demographic, water, and environmental levels in the area. However, as Al-Ram is an extension of Jerusalem, then the majority of its residents have the blue identity card (Jerusalem identity card), as it was indicated in the research's questionnaires. Thus, there is a necessity to highlight the suffering of Jerusalemites whose life was affected from all aspects due to building the wall. Indeed, Jerusalemites' access to the services was severely affected and so their income resources were damaged due to the restrictions imposed accessing work places.  

By the year 2003, the Israeli government started a new phase in building the wall that included Ramallah, Salfeet, and the northern parts of Bethlehem governorates alongside with some villages in Jerusalem area. Indeed, building the wall around Jerusalem harmonizes with the Israeli attempt to create demographic facts on the ground to embody the Israeli project to transfer Jerusalem (with the proposed Jewish majority) into the permanent capital of Israel. In this section, the wall is being built on the so- called the borders of great Jerusalem. In east Jerusalem, the wall is extended over 181 km, aiming at pushing out the maximum possible number of Palestinian suburbs outside the municipality borders while including the maximum possible number of Israeli settlements around Jerusalem inside the cosmopolitan borders of the city. Such policy is based on the tendency to join the widest possible areas of empty land and settlements to Jerusalem while pushing Palestinians outside the borders of their city. By doing that, Israel aims at shaking the demographic balance in the city and consequently Judizing it.

Descriptive analyses approach was applied within the research to describe and analyze the social, environmental, and water impacts of the separation wall on the residents if Al-Ram as one of Jerusalem's quarters. Moreover, researching depended on the quantity and quality data. To achieve that, a five- sections questionnaire was prepared where it included social, education, health, economic, environment, and water aspects to examine the impacts of the separation wall on the residents of Al-Ram and Dhaheyat Al-Bareed where the surveyed sample consisted of 100 participants.

The wall affects the social structure of the residents where it affects the relations between the families. Moreover, the residents lack freedom of mobility and accessing the services resources where all that leads to creating critical social troubles. 

Palestinians in the two targeted areas are deprived of receiving the health and educational services. Moreover, the local economy of the area is destroyed and that affects the economy of the West Bank and Jerusalem in general due to the fact that the area is the connection ring between Jerusalem and the West Bank. 

The wall resulted in severe damage of both water and environment. Observing the line on which the wall is built will illustrate clearly that it is placed on the ground water in the West Bank that represents the main resource of water for Palestinians for domestic use and agriculture. In addition to confiscating water, the rescued water wells were subject to pollution due to the impacts of the wall. However, on the environmental level, separation particular areas by the wall resulted in damaging the flora and fauna of these areas. 

The research focused on the daily suffering of the Jerusalemites due to the siege of the city and isolating its residents into cantons that the occupation controls their entrances. Moreover, the wall affected the identity and the culture of those Palestinians where Palestinians are controlled by the Israeli institutions such as the ministry of interior and the National Insurance Institution in order to manage to keep the Israeli identity card as well as receiving the health services and income payments and so on.

